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OpenROV: 
Citizen Ocean Exploration
Eric Stackpole
co-founder, OpenROV
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SO WHAT DID WE 
LEARN?
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Maker Movement
“Talented amateurs don’t just build kits; 
kits help build talented amateurs. And 
healthy innovation cultures--and 
successful innovation economies--need 
the human capital that their talent 
embodies.”
Michael Schrage
Research Fellow at MIT
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- Ready-to-fly, out-of-the-box solution
- Fast, durable, easy-to-use
- Depth of 100m
- Price point: $1,499
- Live Internet Control
- VR Plugin 
- Can be used as AUV
- Raised $815k on Kickstarter + >$1MM in preorders

-

WATCH VIDEO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKr9-652qz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKr9-652qz8




CURRENT MICRO-ROV PRODUCTS ARE EXPENSIVE (GENERALLY >$10-50K), 
COMPLEX (REQUIRE SPECIAL TRAINING), AND PROVIDE LIMITED CAPABILITY 
(HARD TO MODIFY AND PROGRAM). 

EXISTING  MARKETS:

AQUACULTURE

INSPECTION

OIL & GAS SEARCH & RESCUE

RESEARCH

SALVAGE/MARINE



1.9 Million 
Drone Users

in the US
3.3 Million 

Scuba Divers 
in the US

12 Million 
Registered 

Recreational Boats
in the US

TRIDENT AFFORDABILITY, EASE-OF-USE, 
AND PORTABILITY ARE OPENING NEW 
MARKETS. 

45.7 Million 
Active Fishermen

in the US

https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=85227
https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=85227
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.dema.org/resource/resmgr/Research_Documents/Diving_Fast_Facts-2014.pdf
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.dema.org/resource/resmgr/Research_Documents/Diving_Fast_Facts-2014.pdf
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/06/f16/Total%20U.S.%20Datasheet.NMMA%20Eco%20info.pdf
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/06/f16/Total%20U.S.%20Datasheet.NMMA%20Eco%20info.pdf
https://www.statista.com/topics/1163/recreational-fishing/
https://www.statista.com/topics/1163/recreational-fishing/


OPENEXPLORER CONNECTS THE COMMUNITY OF 
RESEARCHERS, STUDENTS, AND CITIZEN SCIENTISTS.
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Thank You!
Email us anytime:
eric@openrov.com


